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The world changed before my eyes, and the present seems so very different from the world of 40 or 50 years ago.  Some of 

the changes are deeply satisfying to my soul.  Others are vexing.  Among the changes is the cultural perspective about the 

Christian faith. 
 

When I was five years old, I was caught stealing from the local store.  My mother returned the merchandize and me to the 

store owner.  She required me to confess my thievery and fully to take responsibility.  In my memory, the owner was stern 

but merciful.  He also spoke of things the entire world seemed to take for granted about honesty and “Thou shalt not steal.” 
 

But the world has changed.  The old agreements about right and wrong and about how one knows right from wrong seemed 

to have decayed.  I continue to believe that stealing is wrong, but people seem less willing for me to appeal to the eighth   

commandment.  Moral authority has collapsed from appealing to God and the Bible to appealing to the sentiments of human 

feelings.  This changing world puts new demands on the Body of Christ, the Church, and on how we would live and speak as 

Christian people. 
 

For one thing, the culture no longer does our bidding.  In second grade, the public school I attended read the Bible to us     

students every day.  Now, if a child is to hear the Bible at all, the Church and her Christian families must do that work.  The 

Church must teach her faith; the Church must teach her practices; the Church must witness to the love of Christ, because no 

one else will do it for us. 
 

The world will at times be humanitarian and kind.  However, that can no longer be assumed to be a Christian witness.  In the 

mid-20th century many humanitarian efforts were also Christian efforts.  But the world has changed.  Kindness to others     

requires more definition as to serving in the name of Christ. 
 

Because the world has changed, Churches must also be more discerning of other notions.  It is no longer the case, even in 

New Bern, that people agree with the fundamental beliefs of the Church.  When people make appeals for action or assertions 

of truth, Christians must seek to discern what claims are being made and how those claims align with the faith.  Some ideas 

simply cannot be accommodated to or reconciled with the Christian faith. 
 

Paul Ramsey, in his 1970 book Fabricated Man, was struggling with applying the Christian faith to the changing moral     

environment.  His specific concern about which he dealt in that book was genetics.  His thoughts were guided by a more 

comprehensive concern for human dignity which was guided by a Christian conviction about the sacred character of human 

life in the image of God.  He wrote these words, “A man of serious conscience means to say in raising urgent ethical        

questions that there may be some things that men should never do.  The good things men do can be made complete only by 

the things they refuse to do.” 
 

Such advice is of extraordinary value even today.  We must be men and women of serious Christian conviction and          

conscience in our time.  We need to be able to bring the full Gospel of Jesus 

to bear on the questions of our time.  Because the times have changed, the 

ministry of Christ must match the times.  We do not get to choose the times 

in which we live.  We must choose how we live in the times.  Living well in 

the times means choosing what principles and truths will be paramount in our 

thinking.  The Gospel remains truth.  I hope we will let it and not some other 

notions shape our convictions and actions. 
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Your library is adding many books which belong to Stephen Ministers.  As you would guess, these are on topics such 

as divorce, grief and end of life care.  Be sure to check them out.  We should have them shelved by 

July 1.  We have also had donated new fiction by popular authors.  Be sure to check out your     

library on the third floor of the Ministry Center.  Coleen Brock 

Project Agape Christmas Boxes 
 

Project Agape is a ministry of the North Carolina and the Western Carolina Conference of the United Methodist 

Church with the Armenia Apostolic Church.  It was begun 25 years ago upon the fall of the U.S.S.R. when the   

pastor of the St. James United Methodist Church in Newport, NC visited Armenia.  The Armenia Apostolic 

Church, having been oppressed by Soviet Communism for 70 years, invited him to ask our Annual Conference to 

become a partner in Christ.  This led to a variety of mission endeavors including the visit of the Catholicos (the 

supreme leader) to our Annual Conference session in Fayetteville. 

 

Project Agape presently includes a considerable amount of care for children,  

especially orphans.  The two annual conferences are collecting Christmas Boxes to be 

gathered in July and shipped to Armenia in time for Christmas.  If you would like to 

prepare a box, instructions are available in the Church office.  These need to be      

returned by Monday, July 25.  
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MOSAIC News 
 

What a wonderful and exciting time was had on June 18th by approximately 30 Garber friends and family at the Carolina        

MUDCATS baseball game in Zebulon.  The MUDCATS really kept us alert by getting the other team out quickly  

and scoring almost every inning…final outcome…MUDCATS won!  

We saw God in a number of places on this trip; in the beautiful sky, weather, kind and accommodating stadium workers,  

and even folks that were grateful to get the extra game tickets that we had available.  

Thank you Dan Armstrong for helping to coordinate this intergenerational Garber event and for all those who chose to participate. 
 

Join us for our next MOSAIC outing coming up on July 21: 

Washington, NC Estuary  
 

This promises to be an educational and fun filled adventure as we observe and explore God’s extraordinary creations. 

We will tour the estuary as well as enjoy a roving river boat trip to see the beauty and waterfront heritage of Little Washington. 

Lunch will be dutch treat at “The Meeting Place Café” 
 

Cost includes: 

Fee for Estuary and boat ride $5.00 to be paid at location;     

plus a $2.00 travel charge.   
 

Contact Sue Webb for reservations on/before Monday, July 18 

swebb@garberumc.com or 637-4022 

Christianity is a forward thinking religion.  In the fall, this will be one of our points of emphasis in FUEL Student Ministries—

that Christianity is a forward thinking religion.  This doesn’t mean that all forms of forward thinking are necessarily good.  It 

depends on what you’re looking forward to.  Many of the early Christians looked forward to a thousand-year reign of Christ.  

But the Nazis looked forward to a thousand-year Reich.  Again, it depends on what you’re looking forward to. 

 

Many of the early Christians were martyrs, which has been addressed in our current sermon series on the Seven Churches of 

Revelation.  The early Christians looked forward to a time when the Roman Emperor would be dethroned, and Jesus would take 

the throne.  But when Christianity became the dominant religion of the Roman Empire, it seemed like Jesus had taken the 

throne—sort of.  Human beings often do bad things, and the Christians who were now in authority were not immune from the 

temptations that come with power.  The fact of the matter was that Jesus had still not returned, so peace on earth had not yet 

come.   It’s 2016, and we are still looking forward to Jesus’ return when he will fully establish peace on the earth. 

 

Human beings are forward thinking people—especially Americans.  This can be seen in presidential campaign slogans: 1976 

Carter – ‘A Leader, For a Change’, 1980 Reagan – ‘Let’s Make America Great Again’, 1996 Clinton – ‘Building a bridge to the 

twenty-first century’, 2004 Bush – ‘A Safer World and a More Hopeful America’, 2012 Obama – ‘Forward’, 2012 Romney – 

‘Restore Our Future’, 2016 Sanders – ‘A Future To Believe In’, 2016 Trump – ‘Make America Great Again!’  

 

It’s important to discern which candidates are best suited for public office, but we must remember—only Jesus can save the 

world.  Jesus is our hope for the future.  And we should live for Jesus right now because we know that his reign will be    

undisputed in the future. 

 

Blessings, 

Drew Demarest 

Director of Student Ministries 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

  

VBS 
2016 

July 18th - 22nd 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 

4yr old - rising 4th 

Join Joseph as he swats away scorpions in a 
dark prison cell...strolls through the golden 
splendor of Pharaoh's palace...experiences 

exotic sights and smells in an Egyptian       
bazaar...is carried away by music wafting 

through enticing desert air.  
  

What a week of fun— 
and lasting Bible learning!  

Sign up now! 

  

  

  

Adventure Camp 2016 
July 18th - 22nd 
 9 a.m. – 12 noon 

Rising 5th and 6th Graders 
Join us for a week of tug of war, fishing,  

water park fun, games and more as we learn   
important Bible truths through challenges, small 

group enrichment, and prayer.   
  

During this jam packed week of FUN,  
we will gain a better understanding of  

God’s truth in our lives.   


